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VERY CORFIDENTIAL. ‘2Tat Septg

- mERiosL.
. N .
B -\ 21 B
- Dear -Sir Francis, : "’ ’9'510(50 S

Y,

Seizing ti:e opportunity of a safe oﬁport' ity which
d -

1s leaving direct for Japan to-norrﬁv, I feel|I should i
pevhaps give expx-euioli to a doubt which e;i.s s in my .
mind, But which I scarcely ae yet feel justified in
mentioning in an official despatch, as to wheihaf the
whole of the recent affair in m«‘un was not actually pre-
) -’rxrnng‘o‘d in order that tha ¥4litary Party in Japan, who_ . |
’ - appeared from here to be losing ground over the llnluljmra
murder, could present the civil government with a falt -
accompli.
. This 1s a very serious charge to make, but v;hen o:ne's;
mind goes »b_lgilg_t:o;t}l}u'wmgx-g_on ‘of the Queen of Korea and, - ; !

- far more recently, the assassination of Marshal Chang Tso-. _'

i}n, 1t does 'not szeem as extraordinary as it might at B

. first lppéar. -Chinese here are already uaﬁng the

persons who_hlawj,p_ths §9}ith I[lnehqxjil Railway L!.pa were -

hp-ne'ge soldiers 4n disguise. Your Excellency will T

g . remember that the Japaﬁeu line was also blown up wl_wli“ i
.~Eis _Excellency, . : Marshal/

e _ The: Right Honourable, ‘e -

.. . ..Sir'Franeis Lindley, 0.C.M.g.. & i
 Sir Prasels Lintley, 0,040,085,
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36 will %6 seen from the foyegoing ststement that
1he presmt pasition of Jepea's épert trede Lv of meve
fhan somierelad fnterest, it Ms's drest Veaving wea
" tutermational pelitiss. An inereass of cheap fmperis frem
Jepan tate the Tuited States, even though mail in relatisn
te the tetal velmme of foreisn trade, might essily de mde
the sudject g: sensatienal treatment by imerican jouwrnalists
and pelittotens, whiok weuld remit in infleming snti-
Jepanese semtiment. On the other hand the Jspatese, it they
£ind themeslves, a8 they well may, driven gut of one foreign
market sfter ancther by tariff measures direeted agaiust
them, are 1ikely %o be confirmed in their precent meod of
hostilitys  They can argue thet the very rewers whiok
Toprossh them for iheir condwet in Nunehuris ave foreing them
tc desperste measures by closing other merkets against them,
The avgment is not withewt foundstiom, Tor in the past few
. years Jepan has Red 30 sentend-with tariff inervaaes, - seme
of whioh were aimed mpecifiesily st her, - in India, Auctwalis,
South Afriss end the Uni%ed Kingdom; Waile she is now senfrenmds
o2 with the possidility of further inoresses in the Uaited.
Btates, the Philippines, Jova and Indjs, at & time when she
- 10 suffering asversly frem the boyoott and depressed conditiens

" in ohtme, |
G GRS ae

#

H

i tioh Fabessy,
. .‘»’,"-ﬁ"’ﬁ?‘,"‘," 2988,
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Sir John Tilley and Stephen Gaselee, The Foreign Office: Putnum
& Sons, 1933

Katharine Sansom, Sir George Sansom and Japan : A Memoir,
Deplomatic Press, 1972
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