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PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEAR MR. KENNEDY:

A VIRTUAL REIGN OF TERROR IS STILL ALIVE IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA. IT IS
BY FAR THE WORST BIG CITY IN RACE RELATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. MUCH
OF WHAT HAS GONE ON HAS HAD THE TACIT CONSENT OF HIGH PUBLIC OFFICIALS .

ONCE MORE WE HAVE BEEN SHOCKED BY THE BOMBING OF THE BETHEL BAPTIST
CHURCH. IF SUCH ACTS OF VIOLENCE GO UNCHECKED, AND THE GESTAPO-LIKE
METHODS OF POLICE OFPITJALS NOT HALTED, WE MAY SEE IN THIS CITY A
TRAGIC AND DEVASTATING RACIAL HOLOCAUST.

1 APPEAL TO YOU TO USE THE INFLUENCE OF YOUR GREAT OFFICE TO PERSUADE
THE PEOPLE OF THIS COMMUNITY TO FACE THE REALITY OF DESEGREGATION. THIS
UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT POINTS UP THE IMMEDIATE NEED FOR A WHITE HOUSE
CONFERENCE ON DESEGREGATION.
VERY TRULY YOURS,
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., PRESIDENT
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

HHHHIH

ATTORNEY GENERAL ROBERT KENNEDY
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEAR MR. KENNEDY:

WE REQUEST AN IMMEDIATE AND THOROUGH INVESTIGATION OF THE BOMBING OF THE
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH IN BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA ON DECEMBR 14, 1962.

WE HOPE THAT ALL OF THE RESOURCES OF YOUR OFFICE CAN BE BRCUGHT TO BEAR
TO SEE THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS CRIME SHALL BE SPEEDILY BROUGHT
TO JUSTICE.

VERY TRULY YOURS,

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., PRESIDENT
SCQUTHERN C L
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